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The formation of the Tatton Garden Society was made possible by three factors. 

These were: 

The formation in 1827 of the Royal Botanical and Horticultural Society of Manchester 

and the Northern Counties (RB&H for short). 

The gift, in his will, by the late Lord Egerton of the Tatton Estate to the nation in 

1958. 

The existence of a group of enthusiastic horticulturists who had connections with the 

Tatton Estate, Cheshire County Council and the RB&H. 

The RB&H 

In the early 1800s it became fashionable to create botanic gardens. Manchester was 

no exception. In 1827 the RB&H was formed by public subscription. Substantial 

funds were raised and 16 acres of land at Old Trafford, on the outskirts of the city, 

were purchased. An impressive botanic garden was created on this site. It had 

extensive conservatories and forcing houses. There was a main concert hall, seven 

catering establishments which served everything from afternoon tea in the Palm 

House to a full five course luncheon in the members’ dining room. The RB&H 

flourished and gained Royal Patronage from Queen Victoria in 1876. 

By the turn of the century the popularity of the botanic garden had declined. The 

wealthy patrons sere moving out of Manchester to the new suburbs of Didsbury, 

Hale, Alderley Edge and Bowden. The number of subscribers dwindled. Moreover, 

popular taste was changing. The First World War and the depression finally brought 

to an end the botanic garden. The site was eventually sold in 1927 and became the 

White City Greyhound Stadium and is now a shopping complex. 



 
 

The proceeds of the sale of the land was wisely invested and from the income, the 

RB&H were able to discharge its duty to encourage botany and horticulture in the 

Northern Counties. 

In 1935 Manchester University was given a substantial endowment for the 

development of its department of Botany. 

In 1945 the RB&H became active in the formation of the Northern Horticultural 

Society at Harlow Carr near Harrogate.  

To this day the RB&H provides funds to help the Northern Chrysanthemum League 

run their successful annual flower show. 

In 1962 the RB&H provided the sponsorship that made possible the formation of the 

Tatton Garden Society. 

The Tatton Estate 

The last Lord Egerton of Tatton died a bachelor on 31st January 1958. In his will he 

left the Hall and Park at Tatton to the National Trust on condition that the whole 

property should be preserved for the benefit of the public. There was not however 

provision for its maintenance, an essential prerequisite to the acceptance of the gift 

by the Trust. Cheshire County Council had the courage and vision, not without 

considerable expense to its rate payers, to negotiate a long-term agreement with the 

National Trust which enabled the gift to be accepted. This far-sighted decision has 

been fully justified by the subsequent developments.  

Tatton Park has become a consistently popular tourist attraction.  

At the outset the daunting task of adapting the estate for public visits faced the 

National Trust and the County Council. They were glad of any help and the RB&H 

came up with a proposal for the use of the walled garden. 

The Enthusiasts 

When the Tatton Estate was given to the nation, the chairman of the RB&H was 

Colour John G Riddick, he lived at Mobberley and had been a friend of Lord Egerton. 

Col. Riddick conceived the idea of using part of the former fruit garden as a botanic 

garden for the cultivation and display of ornamental shrubs, trees and herbaceous 

plants. He had the enthusiastic backing of all his colleagues on the RB&H council. 

Special mention must be made of three of these council members – Hugh Carswell, 

Norman Cowell and Kenneth Burrows. 

Hugh Carswell had retired a few years previously from the position of Clerk to the 

County Council and his contacts at Chester were to prove more than useful. 

Norma Cowell had since 1925 been Lord Egerton’s agent and his experience and 

knowledge of the estate proved to be invaluable. 

Kenneth Burrows was a retired businessman who was a specialist Lily grower and 

the owner of a line garden surrounding his home at Bollington Cross. It was to be the 

drive and leadership of Mr Burrows that turned Col. Riddick’s ideas into reality. 



 
 

This experienced team agreed terms with Cheshire County Council that in 

consideration of the payment by RB&H of £1,000 for each of the first three years, the 

County Council would sanction the use of the site (about two acres) for the desired 

purpose and would give to members of the society free access to the garden and the 

main garden and free parking facilities for that purpose.  

The groundwork having been done, Colonel Riddick felt that time had now come to 

form a new society to develop the botanic garden. Invitations were sent to a number 

of people in the county who were thought to be interested in botany and horticulture, 

to attend a meeting in the tenants’ hall at Tatton on Sunday 25 March 1962. The 

County Council showed much interest in the project and thanks to Mr Hugh Carswell, 

the County Council’s chairman Alderman J Wesley (later Sir Wesley) Emberton took 

the chair. At this inaugural meeting the plans that had been made for the 

development of the botanic garden were outlined by Kenneth Burrows. These plans 

were unanimously adopted and a small steering committee was formed under the 

chairmanship of Mr Burrows. 

The Tatton Garden Society 

On the 30th May 1962 there were 63 founder members which was regarded as an 

encouraging start. When these members first examined the walled garden it 

contained a few fruit trees and a number of climbing plants over a pergola. The fruit 

trees were full of disease, grass and weeds obliterated the plants and the pergola 

was dilapidated. Generations of vegetable gardens had heavily limed the naturally 

acid soil which now needed leaching out.  

The committee soon got to work, trees and shrubs were removed and the whole 

area was ploughed and cultivated. A south facing pavilion was erect, this cost £885 

and was paid for by the RB&H. Mr Burrows who was 73 at the time led the team with 

zest. He brought to the task imagination and administrative skill that soon created 

order from chaos. The areas east and west of the pergola were seeded down to a 

lawn and a planting scheme was devised. With limited resources there was no 

alternative but to phase the permanent planting over a period of time. By the skilful 

use of annuals and perennials the garden bloomed in its second year. The society 

now had something for perspective members to see and recruitment was underway. 

At the first AGM on 28 March 1963 the constitution and rules were adopted and the 

steering committee was replaced by a management committee under the 

chairmanship of Mr Burrows. At this meeting the Earl of Albermarle (a relative of lord 

Egerton) was elected president of the Society and later Colonel Riddick and Sally, 

Duchess of Westminster, were elected vice presidents. 

When the initial three years’ agreement with the County Council came to be renewed 

the Tatton Garden Society assumed all the obligations of the agreement including 

the annual payment. Happily the RB&H has continued to sponsor and support the 

society. Indeed without its ongoing financial assistance survival and development 

could not be achieved. 

Today the Society’s garden is full of plants of enormous variety. Opposite the 

pavilion is an area of lawn which lends perspective to the view across the garden as 



 
 

well as meeting the practical need for a site of a marquee for the spring and autumn 

plant sales and the summer garden party. 

Many of the trees and shrubs are now mature and the scale of the garden has 

changed. The garden has much of interest and much to admire. The last impression 

gained by a visitor will be a garden lovingly created by enthusiasts who have worked 

hard each spring, summer, autumn and winter for the last 30 years to create a 

botanic garden of some note. 

From the vision of Colonel Riddick, and the hard work and leadership of Mr Burros 

the original membership of 63 has over 30 years grown to 2,100. The society’s main 

achievement is its botanic garden stocked with wonderful plants with its own pavilion, 

heated greenhouse and alpine house. Hardly less important is the range of other 

activities and services to members. A quarterly magazine, a valuable horticultural 

library, a seed exchange, a programme of plant trials, a series of winter lectures, a 

programme of countrywide tours of other gardens and a series of social events. 

As the seasons go by the activities and personalities associated with the society 

change. Lord Albermarle died and Viscountess Ashbrook was elected as President 

in his stead. Mr Burrows died in 1979 and was succeeded by Sir Bernard Lovell as 

vice president. The Duchess of Westminster retired as vice president when she 

moved t Gloucestershire. 

The society’s early progress was due in a large measure to the personality and drive 

of Mr Burrows. Upon his death the society members contributed generously to a fund 

to endow a series of lectures in his memory. The first was delivered in October 1981 

by Dr Mark Smith appropriately on the subject ‘The Ideal Botanic Garden’. The most 

recent Burrows Memorial Lecture was in February 1992 and was delivered by Mr 

Roy Lancaster and entitled ‘Tasmanian Adventure’. 

The success of the Tatton Garden Society is due to the enthusiastic efforts of its 

members. The long hours of work freely given and the team spirit that exists. It would 

be impossible to compile a comprehensive and accurate list of names of the 

members whose efforts have made the society possible. It will have to suffice to list 

the names of the officers of the society and make reference to them as 

representatives of the hundreds who each year play some part in the running of the 

Tatton Garden Society. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Officers of the Society 1962 to 1992 

 

Chairman Mr M K Burroughs 
Mr J P Howarth 
Mr M R Everett 

1962 to 1970 
1970 to 1980 
1990 to 

Hon Sec Mr J P Howarth 
Mr T B Sherrett 
Mr R Ashburn 
Mr A D N Jones 
Mr J L Harris 

1962 to 1970 
1970 to 1973 
1973 to 1983 
1983 to 1991 
1992 to  

Hon Treasurer Mr D I Hunter 
Mr F P Parish 
Mr J M Leach 
Mr H J F Jones 

1962 to 1965 
1965 to 1975 
1975 to 1987 
1987 to  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Photos show the society garden, August 1965. 

 

 


